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A s a struggling Burnsian, the last little 
while has been most exciting and educational 
for me. As the RBANA president I had deter-
mined to be in Glasgow for the 2019 Robert 
Burns World Federation (RBWF) AGM. I also 
decided to fly to Scotland a week early to meet 
with my good friend, Andy Harrower, Medi-
cine Hat Burns Club president and RBANA 
Director, Canada East, who is originally from Alva, Scotland.  
Arriving early, Andy and I had a chance to visit Ellisland Farm, the 
Bard’s farm that Burn’s built in 1788 and Poosie Nansie’s Pub in 
Mauchline where Burns and various beggars and ‘gangrel bodies’ 
drank, and where the revels there inspired Burn’s ‘The Jolly Beg-
gars’.  
We decided to move on to Dumfries to visit Jane Brown, past RBWF 
president, retired manager of the old Globe Inn, established in 1610 
and where Burns once imbibed, and a long time friend of RBANA. 
Good timing as we learned that evening there was to be a special 
function at the Globe Inn, which now had new owners and was re-
built. Jane was able to get us an invite.   
When Andy and I attended this function we met the new owners, 
Professor David Thompson and his partner Teresa Church. The new 
Globe was very tastefully redone and has emerged as a first class 
dining establishment and Scotch bar. The service, food, whisky and 
hospitality were exceptional and second to none. It was here Andy 
and I learned that David and Teresa also owned the nearby Annan-
dale Distillery, which in fact was the actual owner of the Globe. Da-
vid offered to give us a tour the following day.   
The Annandale Distillery was originally built between 1830 and 
1836, making it one of the oldest distilleries in Scotland. This distill-
ery, a former Johnnie Walker site, had fallen into dereliction since its 
closure in 1918 and was home to farm 
animals and machinery. Teresa and 
David were passionate about bringing 
Scotch whisky production back to 
Dumfries-shire and to the south of 
Scotland and after many years of hard 
work and effort production began 
back in 2014. Noting the area was 
once the hunting grounds of Robert 
the Bruce, and an assigned area for 
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exciseman Robert Burns, two types of unpeated 
and peated Scotch are made. The unpeated Single 
Malt is ‘Man O’ Words’, in honour of Robert 
Burns. The peated version is called ‘Man O’ 
Sword’ for Robert the Bruce. Both are delicious.  

D avid and Teresa’s devotion to preserving and 
promoting Scottish history, and especially the 
works and memory of Robert Burns are very 
commendable. I wish them well and encourage all 
Burnsians and/or members of RBANA to visit the 
new Globe Inn or the Annandale Distillery the 
next time in Scotland and the Dumfries area.  
For more information on the new Globe or An-
nandale Distillery go to 
www.globeinndumfries.co.uk  and 
www.annandaledistillery.com. 
On Friday, 6 September the RBWF delegates and 
guests were welcomed by an official Glasgow 
city reception hosted by the Lord Provost, Coun-
cillor Eva Bolander. This was followed by a 
RBWF dinner with various speeches and enter-
tainment. This event was held in the Glasgow 
City Hall’s Grand Auditorium which 
is a fantastic piece of architecture. Of 
interest the Lord Provost of Glasgow 
is Swedish.   
On meeting this wonderful lady, and 
considering recent observations, it 
caused me to contemplate a new 
Scotland. In days gone past I always 
believed that overall, Scottish people 
were considered to be very friendly. 
On my newest visit I reconsidered 
that belief and now think that gener-
ally it is actually the people resident 
in Scotland that are friendly. I say 
that as wherever I travelled in Scot-
land, mostly considering gift shops, 
pubs, restaurants, car rental agencies 
and hotels, I found that in almost every case the 
majority of the friendly people that worked in 
these establishments were not Scottish by birth 
but were Polish, Croatian, Russian, German and 
from many other different countries. In fact I was 
at one hotel for two days and never met one em-
ployee who was Scottish by birth. 
My point here is that the world is changing and 

we must never forget that Burns works are truly 
universal and they must continue to inspire and 
teach us all about acceptance, understanding and 
mutual respect.  
I also note that on Saturday, 28 September a stat-
ue named ‘Fleeing Tam’, designed to depict Tam 
from Tam o’ Shanter fleeing the witches on his 
horse Meg, was unveiled in Hanover, Germany. It 
was great fun, knowing about that event to have 
our own RBANA secretary Mathew Hill (who 
once lived in Germany) to coincidentally do `A 
Mans a Man’ in German with the new RBWF 
President Brian Goldie leading and following 
verse to verse in English.            
In addition to our old faithful Past President Colin 
Harris from Winnipeg, I was very pleased to see a 
significant amount of Canadians at the RBWF 
AGM. I note most came from the Calgary and 
Medicine Hat Burns Clubs, both being RBANA 
members. It was however very significant to note 
there were no attendees from Eastern Canada or 
the United States at all. Eastern Canadian and 
American attendance and involvement at RBWF 

and RBANA AGMs has and continues 
to be a concern that must be addressed if 
RBANA is to survive.  

I  am hoping we can see a major turna-
round at the 2020 RBANA AGM sched-
uled to be held in Atlanta. We need all 
members to make an effort, and hope 
that with our directors being assigned 
areas of responsibility that will help. In 
that regard I look forward to our direc-
tors reports at our 2010 AGM.     
RBWF President Bill Nolan had a great 
year, and it was noted that a strong busi-
ness approach he spearheaded was in-
strumental in greatly benefitting RBWF 
interests. The new RBWF president is 

Brian Goldie from Falkirk, a wonderful man who 
really knows his Burns. Another great choice of 
leader by and for the World Federation!  
I looked forward to having Brian and his wife 
Joyce coming to Medicine Hat at the end of Sep-
tember. This would be Brian and Joyce’s first vis-
it to Canada and Brian’s first official RBWF visit 
as president attending the Medicine Hat Burns 

Montgomery’s Musings  
Continued 

Henry Cairney lays 
wreath representing 
RBANA at conclusion 

of RBWF  
Conference 

Continued on page 3 
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As Always,  

Think Burns 

Club’s eleventh annual Jolly Beggars Banquet 
as its ‘Chieftain o’ the Nicht’ and presenting the 
Immortal Memory.  
The most special moment of the RBWF AGM 
came when our VP, Henry Cairney (pictured left 

with wife Shona) was ac-
claimed as the World 
Federation’s newest jun-
ior vice president. Henry 
is a past president of the 
Calgary Burns Club, now 
coming back for seconds 
as their VP then again as 
president. He is also a 
Life Member of the Irvine 
Burns Club and a member 
of the Medicine Hat 
Burns Club. Where Henry 

originally hails from Irvine in Ayrshire he is 
clearly a proud Calgarian and Canadian. It is 
truly a tribute to see that in two years we will 
have a Canadian and the next RBANA president 
also act as president of the Robert Burns World 
Federation.  
What a great visit, and quite a few things were 
taken off my bucket list. 
Brian’s first visit to Canada was a great success 
and the Medicine Hat Burns Club and I were 

very pleased to have had him and his wife Joyce 
as guests. Also, special thanks to the Calgary 
Burns Club members who attended and assisted 
the Medicine Hat gang with hospitality and en-
tertainment, and to Colin Harris who looked af-
ter them in Winnipeg. The efforts of these Burn-
sians are very much appreciated. 
That’s it for now. Have a great Christmas and I 
look forward to seeing you in Atlanta.  
 
Yours in Burns, 

KenKenKenKen    
Kenneth H. Montgomery 
President, RBANA 
 
 

Montgomery’s Musings  
Continued 

From left, Henry Cairney JVP  Brian 
Goldie, President, Marc Sherland  SVP, 

Bill Nolan, Past President 
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Globe Inn Under New Ownership 
To Be Revived as Visitor Attraction 

T he Globe in Dumfries was well 
known as Robert Burns' favourite 
pub. 
It was where Robert Burns enjoyed 
late nights, the odd ‘pint of wine’ 
and ‘many a merry squeeze’ in the 
last years of his life 
Now, The Globe Inn, Dumfries, with 
new owners, is to be revamped as a 
visitor attraction, as well as pub and 
restaurant, for those following in the 
footsteps of the bard in the south of 
Scotland. 
David Thomson, owner of the Annandale Distill-
ery in Annan, has bought the early 17th Century 
inn and says he wants to preserve the past of 
Burn’s favourite howff which he frequented while 
farming at nearby Ellisland and then during his 
time as an excise man at the town port. 
With his job taking him away from his wife and 
growing young family at the farm, he spent pro-
longed spells staying at The 
Globe under the care of land-
lady Meg Hyslop. 
Three ‘Burns Rooms’ - a din-
ing room, a bedroom and a 
kitchen - used by the poet 
during his stays are now be-
ing curated, preserved and 
opened to visitors to The 
Globe, who will pay a small 
fee to step into the bard’s old 
living quarters. 
The money will be used to 
preserve the attraction. 
The pub holds several items said to be linked to 
Burns, including his chair, table, razor, copies of 
letters, a punchbowl and the bed in which he is 
said to have slept. 
Mr. Thomson said: “There is a huge emotional 
connection between Burns and this place. It is a 
place that he liked to be.  
“I think you can really feel his presence here. 
Close-by you have Burns House, where he latterly 
lived and the farm at Ellisland, but here you can 
be in a place where he really enjoyed spending his 
time.” 

Burns gave up his poorly productive farm at Ellis-
land and moved into a townhouse, in 
what is now Burns Street, with Jean 
Armour and his young family in No-
vember 1791. 
Just a five-minute walk from the pub, 
The Globe remained his home away 
from home. 
A copy of a letter written by Burns to 
his publisher George Thomson in 
1796, the last year of his life, hangs 
in the pub and notes his failing health 
as well as his fondness for the tavern. 

“The Globe...for many years has been my howff 
and where our friend Clarke and I have had many 
a merry squeeze,” it said. 
It was at The Globe that he found himself in the 
bosom of barmaid Anna Park, the 19-year-old 
niece of the landlady, with the affair inspiring one 
of his great love poems, The Gowden Locks of 
Anna, which has the opening line ‘Yestreen I had 
a pint o’ wine’. 

Burns later fathered a daugh-
ter to Anna, who was from 
Edinburgh, with the baby, 
Elizabeth (or Betty), then 
brought back to Dumfries and 
raised by the poet’s wife, 
Jean Armour, as her own. 
Burns’ chair has long been an 
attraction at the pub, with the 
poet commandeering the seat 
to entertain his fellow drink-
ers. It is said anyone who sits 
in it but can’t recite a Burns’ 

verse has to stand the bar a drink. 
Mr. Thomson, who is originally from Dumfries, 
said: “This is the chair where Burns sat in the 
1790s. He added: “I get a funny feeling around 
these things. I don’t even like sitting in his chair. 
It gives me the willies. We have his bed upstairs 
but to be honest, we haven’t let anyone sleep in it. 
To be honest, I think that might be disrespectful.” 
(Editors note: Previous management had no 
such opinion and I am honored to be one of 
those allowed to spend a night.  I found it most 
comfortable.) 
At the Globe, Burns, using possibly a diamond, 

New owner Dave Thomson and his wife 
Theresa Church  

Continued on page 5 
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etched three 
verses of a 
poem into a 
pane of glass 
in his upstairs 

bedroom. The pane of glass was sold by the pub’s 
landlord in the 19th Century to raise some money. 
Later attempts to buy back the pane of glass 
failed, but a replica of the piece was made in 2011 
and returned to the pub. 
The pub was latterly owned by the McKerrow 

family. In the 1940s, it was purchased by M H 
McKerrow who was President of the Burns Fed-
eration and a lifelong Burns enthusiast. It re-
mained in the same family until its recent sale. 
As resolute Burnsians know, it was for many 
years managed by Jane Brown, herself a past 
President of the Federation. 
As noted in his report, RBANA President Ken 
Montgomery and Director Andy Harrower had 
the opportunity to visit the renovated pub and 
meet the new owners. 

 

Globe Inn 
(continued) 

 

RBANA Director Decorated by Canadian Forces 

M ajor Andy Harrower, the current pres-
ident of the 
Medicine 
Hat Burns 
Club, 
RBANA’s 
Canadian 
Director for 
Canada 
East and an 
officer in 
the Canadi-
an Armed 
Forces was 
recently 
transferred 
from Yel-
lowknife, 
NWT to 
London, 
Ontario. 
Joining the 
British ar-

my as a boy soldier in 1979 Andy qualified 
for and received the British army’s Long 

Service and Good Conduct medal in 
1996. Deciding to leave the ranks, he 
accepted a commission with the 
REME in 1999, serving a further 13 
years and achieving the rank of Ma-
jor.  
Andy eventually retired from the Brit-
ish army and was re-commissioned as 
an officer with the Canadian army 
(RCEME) in 2012. It was recently 
learned that Commonwealth forces 
commissioned service time is recog-
nized alongside his Canadian service, 
so he qualified to receive Canada’s 
`Canadian Forces Decoration’ nor-
mally issued after 12 years of good 
conduct and service in the Canadian 
military.  It is usual that when Canadi-
an forces receive this medal, it is the 
last medal worn when with others. 
However in Andy’s case, it will be the first 
in line due to it being his first decoration 
from the Canadian forces. He will definitely 
stand out on the parade square. Congratula-
tions Major Andy Harrower CD, well 
done!       

Canadian Forces  
Decoration  

Major Andy Harrower CD  
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New Federation President  
Visits Western Canada 

J ust days after being installed as the new President of the Robert Burns World 
Federation, Brian Goldie, with his wife Joyce, (pictured right) were off for a visit 
to Western Canada.  After driving from Vancouver, through the Rockies, they 
visited three Burns Clubs, Calgary, Medicine Hat, and Winnipeg, where they 
were hosted by RBANA Vice President Henry Cairney, RBANA President Ken 
Montgomery and Director Andy Harrower CD, and Past President Colin Harris. 

T he Calgary Burns Club was very proud to have hosted the RBWF President, Bri-
an Goldie and his lovely wife Joyce during his Canadian tour. Brian and Joyce ar-
rived in Calgary having driven through the Rockies from Vancouver, which in 
Joyce’s words were “Absolutely Stunning”. 
In Calgary they stayed as guests of Tony and Sheila Grace, Jim and Joyce McLaugh-
lin, and also toured for a day with President Paul Armstrong with his wife Anne, prior 
to moving on to Medicine Hat for the Jolly Beggars Banquet. On their return they 
were hosted by Henry and Shona Cairney before flying off to Winnipeg. 

When staying in Calgary, they visited Banff, Lake Louise and Canmore along with other notable sights 
within Calgary during their visit.  

O n 27 September 2019 the Medicine Hat Burns Club presented its 11th an-
nual Jolly Beggars Banquet.  The Chieftain o’ the Nicht was RBWF President 
Brian Goldie attending his first major Burns event as the RBWF president. Al-
so present were the current Calgary Burns Club president, Dr Paul Armstrong, 
Scott Mathieson and Scot Montgomery, Past Presidents of the Edmonton 
Burns Club, Tony Grace, Past President Calgary Burns Club and RBANA Di-
rector, Canada West and other Burns dignitaries.    Of special note, Henry 
Cairney, RBANA VP, Medicine 

Hat Club Member and most recently the newest Junior VP of 
the World Federation attended and did the Address to the Hag-
gis. Entertainment included songs by members of the Calgary 
Burns Club singers present and a rendition of Willie Brewd’ a 
Peck o’ Maut. Club President Andy Harrower also got to invest 
the newest members of the Club’s (now famous) Order of the 
Monkey.  The Cronies gathered also raised $1,100.00 to assist 
the local McConnell School of Highland Dancing to go to 
Scotland next year to attend a dance competition. It was a great 
evening and opportunity to meet new friends and renew old 
acquaintances.  
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O n Thursday October 3, members of the Winnipeg Robert Burns Club gathered for an 
early evening reception and a chance to meet President Brian Goldie.  Following his vis-

its to Calgary and Medicine Hat, Brian enjoyed a few days in Carman, less than an hours drive south west, 
of Winnipeg, visiting an elderly aunt he’d not seen for 25 years. 
The wine, cheese and hors d’ouerves reception was the first visit of a sitting President to the Winnipeg club 
since Bobby and Karen Kane came to our monthly luncheon on their way to the 2017 RBANA Conference 
in Medicine Hat, and only the second since possibly the mid 1980s, when Dr Jim Connor was President. 
Brian welcomed the opportunity to strengthen the bond between the club and members and the Federation. 
He flew home the next day.  

 

Brian Does Western 
Canada (continued) 

Club member Shelley 
Killeen and incoming 
President Joyce Allen 

with Brian 
(Joyce was confirmed 
as President later that 
month at club   AGM) 

Club secretary, 
and Tattler Edi-
tor Colin Harris 
tried on “the 
chain” 

Brian spoke to Win-
nipeg club during 

reception 

Reminder: 
Burns Season is right around the corner.  
That means your RBANA memberships, 
and Federation subscriptions are due.  

Please ensure you respond early to your 
notices.  With you, RBANA and the  
Federation can only be stronger. 
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O n October 30, a coalition of seven Boston or-
ganizations joined together to celebrate the re-
installation of the statue with recitations, songs, and 
bagpipes in the spirit of the statue's original dedica-
tion ceremony held on January 1, 1920. The event 
was sponsored by the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, City of Boston Office of Arts and Cul-
ture, Millennium Partners, Fenway Civic Associa-
tion, Fenway Alliance, The National Trust for Scot-
land Foundation USA, Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy, and Samuels & Associates. 

S peakers included Harriet Cross (UK 
Consul General to New England), Kara 
Elliott-Ortega (Boston Arts & Culture 
Chief), and Boston Parks Commissioner 
Ryan Woods. Scottish singer Maureen 
McMullan performed two Burns poems 
accompanied by roots music students 
from Berklee College of Music. Robert 

Creighton and Scottish author Jeremy W. Bell recit-
ed Burns poetry, including, "A Man's a Man and 
Scots wha Hae."  

H enry Hudson Kitson's statue of Burns had origi-
nally been unveiled in the Fens in 1920, in a ceremo-
ny led by then Gov. Calvin Coolidge. But proving 
that the best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-
gley, it was unceremoniously moved to Winthrop 
Square downtown in 1975 as a favor from City Hall 
to the developer who had restored the building at 1 
Winthrop Square, but who was unable to convince a 
Back Bay church to give up its statue of John Win-
throp and who didn't want to pay to commission a 
new statue of the person the square was named for. 

Burns' and Luath's return trip across 
town became possible when Millennium 
Partners, building a new tower where a 
municipal parking garage used to be, 
decided they'd rather have a fountain in 
the little Winthrop Square plaza instead 
of a poet and a dog striding through the 
moors. The Fenway Civic Association 
requested the statue be returned to its 
place near the statue of John Boyle 
O'Reilly and were ultimately successful. 

 

Robert Burns Returns to 
Fenway 

A nd in other statue news, we learn from Edin-
burgh that the Burns Statue  in Leith will be disman-
tled and ultimately moved a mere 20 feet west to ac-
commodate a new road layout as Edinburgh’s tram 
network expands to Newhaven, along the Firth of 
Forth.  The construction of phase 1b of the network 
is due to conclude in 2023. 
The listed monument was commissioned by the 
Leith Burns Club in 1897, and a statue designed by 
David Watson Stevenson was 
erected a year later. 
Nicholas Hotham, Head of Ex-
ternal Relations at Edinburgh 
World Heritage said: “Many of 
Edinburgh’s statues have been 
moved over the years, usually to 
accommodate traffic, and in 
1961, Stevenson’s Burns statue 
was moved 18 feet to the west to 

ease the flow of traffic, and again, in 2004. It is im-
portant that the repositioning of the statue is appro-
priate, prominent, and accessible. Edinburgh World 
Heritage would be happy to advise on the most ap-
propriate position for this historic landmark.” 
A council spokesman said they would use the oppor-
tunity to carry out some maintenance and conserva-
tion of the statue while it is taken away. 
John Hannah Heritage Convenor for the Robert 
Burns World Federation said: “The RBWF under-

stand that the relocation of the 
Robert Burns statue in Bernard 
Street is necessary for the 
planned Tram’s works. We wel-
come the opportunity for these 
works to provide an enhanced 
focal point around the Robert 
Burns Statue in order for it to re-
main a prominent feature within 
the Leith area.” 

 

Leith Statue to Move, Again 
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R obert Burns recognized the growing animosi-
ty of some societies against monarchal govern-
ments especially in France and the American col-
onies. Burns’ recognized America’s struggle, and 
its leader, General George Washington against the 
British Crown when he wrote his Ode to General 
Washington. Georgia was one of the original thir-
teen British colonies that participated in the 
American revolution for independence from Great 
Britain: “To thee I turn with swimming eyes; 
Where is that soul of Freedom fled.”  
The Burns Club of Atlanta, Georgia is honored to 
host the 40th Annual, RBANA Conference which 
will take place in April 2020. Plan to join fellow 
Burnsians, from Canada and across the waters 
while enjoying the pleasant refreshing climate of 
a Southern Spring!  
To participate in the forthcoming RBANA2020 
AGM & Conference, a Registration Package is 
included and can also be accessed from the RBA-
NA website. 
The form de-
tails how to 
make a hotel 
reservation, as 
well as how to 
Register, pay by 
check and pay 
by PayPal. On 
line, the down-
loaded form can 
be filled out on-
screen, saved, 
and then for-
warded to rbana2020@gmail.com.  
 

T he RBANA2020 organizers, 
George McClellan and Mark Ferguson 
have selected the Georgia Tech Hotel 
and Conference Center, (pictured right) 
800 Spring Street NW, Atlanta, GA 
30308 as the location for the Confer-
ence. Room reservations must be made 
directly with the hotel. Please book 
online at the 

Robert Burns Association 
of North America-
RBANA-Reservations Link on the website or call 
the hotel directly at 1-800-706-2899 or 404-347-
9440 and make sure to mention RBANA 2020 
when booking. Room rates will last until March 
24, 2020.  
The conference registration fee of $220 (US) or 
$289 (Canadian) includes all events, seminars, the 
dinner and Ceilidh Friday evening plus the formal 
Burns Dinner on Saturday evening with the RBA-
NA Presidential Investiture.  
 
Golf for the RBANA trophy will be scheduled for 
Friday morning at a nearby course, fees and cart 
rental are the players responsibility at the course. 
Please indicate if you wish to play on the registra-
tion form.  
We are hoping for a very good turnout and alt-
hough the hotel has plenty of rooms, we don’t 
want you to be disappointed and miss these spe-

cial rates. BOOK NOW. Registration 
closes on March 24, 2020 and we can’t 
guarantee these rates after that time.  
Atlanta Georgia has a strong Scottish 
element that has figured prominently 
into the State’s history. That element 
remains strong, with specialized pubs 
and eatery’s, Celtic music and theater 
Gael style interment groups. The Ceilidh 
will show off Atlanta’s Scottish cultural 
heritage, notably, The Burns Club of At-
lanta owns the only replica of the Burns 
Alloway Cottage, (pictured left) the 
home of the poets’ birth. An afternoon 

reception will be held at the Cottage on Thursday, 
April 23 for early 
arrivals, and for 
those who have 
never been there 
before and wish 
to come visit.  
We believe the 
2020 RBANA 
Conference will 
one of the best 
yet. For non-
conference at-

 

Atlanta Prepares To Welcome RBANA 
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tendees, visitations to the Atlanta Historical Society’s US Civil War Cyclorama exposition and 
the World of Coca Cola museum will be available. 
 

Transportation Options  
 
From the Atlanta-Hartsfield-Jackson Airport it is possible to hire a taxi that charges a one-
person flat rate of $36.50 (US) or, reverse trip for $34.50 (US). Additional riders are $2.00 (US) 
each. Taxi companies are Yellow Cab and Checker Cab. Uber and Lyft also are available.  
Preferably, MARTA rail, North Line, from the airport, is $2.50 (US) one way. The nearest exit 
to the Conference site is the “Midtown” station. There, signs will direct the traveler to the 
Peachtree Place/Georgia Tech Stinger (Tech Trolley) shuttle at the pickup point right outside 
the station.  

 

Atlanta Prepares To Welcome RBANA continued 

April 24 - 26 

2020 

 

Atlanta  Georgia 
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THE ROBERT BURNS ASSOCIATION 

OF NORTH AMERICA 

THE 4Oth AGM and CONFERENCE 

April 24 to April 26, 2020 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, USA 

The conference will be held at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference 

Center, 800 Spring Street, Atlanta, GA 30308 

ROOM RATE: $139.00(US) + TAXES. SINGLE OR DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 

If you wish to extend your stay 

The room rate for Thursday, April 23 is $194.00(US) + Taxes 

The room rate for Sunday, April 26 is $139.00(US) + Taxes 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE PER PERSON: - 

$220.00(US) 

$289.00(CAN) 

Note: Breakfast is not included 

Full Buffet Breakfast is available in Conference Dining for $14.95 + 

Taxes 

ROOMS MUST BE BOOKED DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTEL 

To reserve rooms on-line for this conference, use this link: 

Robert Burns Association of North America-RBANA-Reservations Link 

or call the hotel directly at 1-800-706-2899 or 404-347-9440 and 

make sure to mention RBANA 2020 when booking. Room rates will 

last until March 24, 2020. 

Any questions or concerns contact George McClellan or Mark Ferguson 

at rbana2020@gmail.com 
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ROBERT BURNS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

4OTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

GEORGIA TECH HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER, 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

APRIL 24 -26, 2020 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Attendees: 

1. No. of participants attending the conference ___  

2. No. of participants attending dinners only ___ 

3. No. of participants for golf tournament  ___ 

 

Names: _______________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

  _______________________________________ 

  _______________________________________ 

Club:  _______________________________________ 

Tel:  _______________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ 

Any special needs? _______________________________ 

 

REGISTRATION FEE: 

Full Conference: $220.00 (US) per person or $289.00 (CAN) 

Dinners only: $150.00 (US) per person 

 

Total enclosed: $___________________ 

 

By Check: Make checks payable to “Burns Club of Atlanta” reference RBANA2020 and mail to: 

 

Burns Club of Atlanta 

c/o David McDaniel 

533 Shannon Green Circle SW 

Mableton, GA 30126 

 

By PayPal: send to bcoatreasurer@gmail.com 

Go to: www.paypal.com (set up an account or sign in) 

“Click” the icon with the banknote symbol “Send” 

In the field under “Send money” enter bcoatreasurer@gmail.com 

“Click” next; enter the amount and select “USD” 

“Click” change and select “Sending to a friend” 

In “add a note” type “RBANA 2020” and “click” continue 

Make sure you use a debit card or bank account to avoid fees. 

Click on “send payment now” and you will get a confirmation message. 
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A tlanta, capital of Georgia, and host of the 
2020 RBANA Conference, is the principal 
center of the American South. The city was 
originally a military outpost, becoming an ear-
ly railway junction and rapidly developing into 
an important commercial town. During the 
Civil War, it was an important Confederate 
stronghold and supply base but was reduced to 

rubble when captured by Union General Wil-
liam Sherman. These events became the setting 
for Atlanta native Margaret Mitchell's best-
selling novel Gone with the Wind, which won 
her the Pulitzer Prize. In recent years, Atlanta 
has become a major economic and cultural 
center and an important hub of air traffic. In-
ternationally famed businesses, including Coca
-Cola and CNN, have their headquarters here. 
Don't expect to find a romantic southern city, 
but rather a large and vibrant American city 
with southern charm and plenty of things to 
see and do. Its tourist attractions range from 
the arts to sports and include historic sites, mu-
seums, and gardens.  

 

Atlanta:  
A Visitor’s Guide 

Georgia Aquarium :  

O ne of the top things to do in Atlanta, the Geor-
gia Aquarium features a wide variety of marine life 
and some very interesting and interactive activities 
for visitors. The world's largest aquarium, it houses 
more than 100,000 aquatic creatures, including the 
largest in the ocean - whale sharks. You can see 
rare albino alligators and watch as trainers interact 
with California sea lions. One unique option of-
fered by the Georgia Aquarium is the opportunity 

to dive or snorkel in the tank with the sharks. To 
participate in the dive program, visitors must have 
SCUBA diving certification. For those not looking 
to get wet, the aquarium also has an acrylic tunnel 
to walk through and view fish swimming on all 
sides. 

Address: 225 Baker Street NW, Atlanta, Georgia 
Official site: http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/  

Atlanta Botanical Garden 

T he Atlanta Botanical 
Garden offers a lovely 
space with a variety of well 
laid out gardens, including 
formal flower beds and ma-
jestic trees that frame the 
urban landscape of Mid-
town Atlanta. The Botani-
cal Garden is a great place 

year-round, with something always in bloom. 
Spring is, of course, an amazing time with a 
riot of colors. Some of the highlights include 
the Orchid Display House in the Fuqua Orchid 
Center, the Winter Garden, the Japanese Gar-

den, the Conservation Garden, and the Desert 
House. Two of its major specialties are the 
Rose Garden and the hydrangeas, each of 
which comprise the largest collections in the 
southeast.  
A special garden area is designed for children, 
and an elevated boardwalk gives visitors tree-
top views down into the forest. What you will 
see there depends on the time of year you are 
visiting, although the indoor gardens are al-
ways beautiful at any time of year. 
Address: 1345 Piedmont Avenue, Atlanta, 
Georgia 
Official site: http://atlantabg.org/  
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Center for Civil and Human Rights 
 

A tlanta's place in the American Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s is marked by 
a beautifully conceived interpretation center/
museum that places this epic struggle into the 
greater worldwide movement for human rights. 
The Center for Civil and Human Rights explores 
the history of Jim Crow laws with actual televi-
sion newscasts, speeches, photos, videos, per-
sonal accounts, and interactive experiences that 
bring visitors into the struggle. Portraits and sto-
ries of their work honor men and women who 
lost their lives in the struggle.  

The Human Rights Movement gallery carries 
the story into the broader picture of human 
rights worldwide: Apartheid in South Africa, 
women's rights, the rights of children and others, 
inspiring visitors to think about the rights of hu-
mans everywhere. 
Address: 100 Ivan Allen Jr Blvd NW, Atlanta, 
Georgia 
Official site: www.civilandhumanrights.org/  

Stone Mountain Park  
 

O ne of the most popular places to visit near 
Atlanta is Stone Mountain Park, 16 miles east of 
the city center in DeKalb County. At its center is 
Stone Mountain, an 863-foot-high mass of ex-
posed granite with a circumference of five 
miles. On the east flank of the 
hill is a relief of the three Con-
federate leaders, President Jef-
ferson Davis and his two gener-
als, Stonewall Jackson and Rob-
ert E. Lee, hewn from the rock 
between 1923 and 1970.  
But there is much more to do 
here than see this memorial to 

Confederate soldiers, who fell in the Civil War. 
You can climb to the top of the hill or ascend by 
cable car, and around it runs a 1940s locomotive 
on a five-mile circuit through the park. There 
are endurance courses of suspended rope walks 
and bridges through the treetops, a petting farm 
for small children, a land/lake tour on a 1940s 
Army DUKW that includes some local history, a 

restored antebellum plantation, 
and a museum with Native 
American artifacts and exhibits. 
Official site: 
www.stonemountainpark.com/  

Fernbank Museum of Natural History 

O pened in 
1992, the Fern-
bank Museum of 
Natural History 
portrays the na-
ture and environ-
ment of Georgia, 
as well as tech-
nical and scien-

tific phenomena with the aid of modern techniques. 
Some of the most eye-catching exhibits at the muse-

um are the huge dinosaur statues at the entrance and 
the dinosaur skeletons in the Great Hall. Perhaps 
more entertaining are the interactive displays of the 
"Sensing Nature." There are many other interesting 
exhibits on the natural history of the local landscape 
and cultures from other parts of the world. Even the 
floors are attention-getting, made of limestone tiles 
with embedded fossils. A huge gallery is dedicated 
to temporary and traveling exhibits, and an IMAX 
theater shows nature-related films. 

Address: 767 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, Georgia 
Official site: www.fernbankmuseum.org/  
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Center for Puppetry Arts   

T he Center for Puppetry Arts is a hands-on museum 
with a large collection of puppets from around the world. 
Some of the displays include Chinese hand puppets and 
African rod puppets. Other exhibits feature posters, vide-
os, and photographs about puppetry. The Center offers a 
range of productions, from the Family Series perfor-
mances to New Directions Series performances, which 
are designed for teen and adult audiences and focus on more sophisti-
cated themes. 

Address: 1404 Spring Street NW, Atlanta, Georgia 
Official site: http://www.puppet.org/  

World of Coca-Cola  

I n 1886, a chemist named Dr John Pemberton devised a 
syrup designed to relieve headaches. A friend of his 
mixed the glutinous liquid with water and carbonic 
acid, and the result of the mixture soon became the 
world's most popular soft drink. The World of Coca-
Cola illustrates the history and triumphal progress of 
the world-famous drink in entertaining ways that will 
please all ages. 

Address: 121 Baker Street NW, Atlanta, Georgia 
Official site: www.worldofcoca-cola.com/  

Margaret Mitchell House 
 
Though humble with its red brick and white trim, the 
Tudor Revival–style apartment building (formerly 
known as the Crescent Apartments) is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Here visitors 
learn about Mitchell’s life in Atlanta and trivia about 
her writing of 
the novel. Guid-
ed tours are of-
fered every half
-hour and in-
cluded with ad-

mission. An adjacent building houses a Making of 
the Movie exhibit with exceptional items such as 
photos from Gone with the Wind’s 1939 Atlanta 
movie premiere; the portrait of Scarlett O’Hara 
hanging in the Butler Mansion in the film; and piec-
es of the original Hollywood movie set. You can vis-
it the house independently, or as part of a Gone with 
the Wind tour that includes other key locations from 
the book and movie, an Atlanta film tour, or a tour of 
historic Atlanta homes. 
 
Address: 979 Crescent Ave NE, Atlanta, Georgia 
Official site: www.atlantahistorycenter.com/explore/
destinations/margaret-mitchell-house 


